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The Red Violin comes to Prince George

Elizabeth Pitcairn will be bringing this Red
Mendelssohn Stradivarius to the PGSO concert
entitled, appropriately, The Red Violin on March
31.
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Two final major works by famed composers will be
featured in The Red Violin, the next concert by the
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Prince George Symphony Orchestra.

The March 31 concert at Vanier Hall will not only
feature guest soloist Elizabeth Pitcairn, but also her
violin. The Red Mendelssohn Stradivarius of 1720
is believed to have inspired the movie The Red
Violin.

Pitcairn is an American violinist who started
playing at 3 and made her orchestra debut at 14.
She is a member of the faculty at the Colburn
School in Los Angeles, where she lives, and is the
artistic director of the Luzerne Chamber Music
Festival in Luzerne, N.Y.

Guest conductor Evan Mitchell recently completed
a residency as the assistant conductor of the
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, during which
time he also served as official consultant to the
Vancouver Olympic Committee and was assistant
producer for the recording of the medal ceremony
national anthems.

Pitcairn will be the feature soloist in the first part
of the concert, playing Mendelssohn’s Violin
Concerto. The concerto is Mendelsshohn’s last
large orchestral work. While the work is performed
in the standard fast-slow-fast structure, it has some
innovative features, including the introduction of
the solo instrument at the beginning of the piece
and the three movements being linked, with each
immediately following the preceding.

The second work in the concert is Tchaikovsky’s
Symphony No. 6, the Pathetique. The composer
died nine days after the work’s premiere in 1893.
The work itself is, like the Mendelssohn piece
which precedes it in the program, highly



innovative. The first movement beings in a
standard form, but at one point the music almost
disappears before re-appearing full force. The
second movement was something unheard of in
classical music and, indeed, almost any form of
music. It’s written in 5/4 time, a signature perhaps
best known from Dave Brubeck’s jazz piece, Take
Five.

Even the end of the symphony brings a surprise, as
the climax of brass instruments which would
ordinarily mark the finale gives way to a final slow
movement..

The Red Violin, featuring soloist Elizabeth Pitcairn
and guest conductor Evan Mitchell, will be
performed at Vanier Hall on March 31, starting at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are available at the Studio 2880
Ticket Centre and at the door.
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