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Elizabeth Pitcairn doesn't have to look far for inspiration
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It was evident early on that Elizabeth Pitcairn was meant to play the violin.

When her mother was playing cello as part of a classical trio, she noticed her young 
daughter’s eyes were glued to the violinist.

She was just 3 1/2 at the time.

“Right after that,” Pitcairn says, “she went and got me a violin.”

Pitcairn, who was born and raised in Tinicum Township, started taking lessons at that tender age.

“I was a little hard to control attention-wise,” she says during a telephone interview from Los Angeles. “By the time I was 5, I was with a stern teacher and
doing my best.”

All those lessons have paid off for the Solebury School alum, Class of 1991.

These days, Pitcairn, 37, who will perform Sunday at a fundraiser at the Bristol Riverside Theatre, is a virtuoso. She is a renowned soloist who has
performed with the Philadelphia Orchestra at the Academy of Music and with the New York String Orchestra at Lincoln Center.

Pitcairn was recently named the artistic director of the Luzerne Chamber Music Festival.

“It’s been wonderful,” she says. “I’m doing what I always dreamed of. I’ve visualized this since I was 8 years old. I dreamed of playing the type of concerts
I play since I was a child.”

Pitcairn, who grew up playing a Stradivarius, is playing the ultimate version of the acclaimed instrument.

The charismatic Pitcairn handles the Red Mendelssohn Stradivarius of 1720. During her senior year of high school, the instrument was put up for auction
and Pitcairn’s family won it with a bid of $1.6 million.

The week before the auction, Pitcairn was taken out of school to fly to London to check out the vaunted violin.

“I remember seeing it for the first time and it was just glowing,” Pitcairn says. “When I saw it and then played it, it just took my breath away. The first time
I played it, there were about 100 people around me — but I barely noticed since I drifted off into my own universe.”

The striking piece inspired the Academy Award-winning film “The Red Violin.”

“I had no idea my violin inspired the movie,” Pitcairn says. “That just floors me.”

But it’s not the film or the look of the violin that matters most to Pitcairn. It’s the unparalleled sound that emanates from it.

“The sound is so big, it cuts right to the last row of the venue,” Pitcairn says. “It has an incredibly deep bass register. Nothing else sounds like it. It just
shows you that you can’t improve on something like this with modern technology or power tools.”

Pitcairn will be brandishing her violin while performing in front of her hometown crowd.
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“It’s going to be like homecoming week when I get back there,” she says. “I’ll see family and friends. It’ll be wonderful. It’ll be a unique show. I’ll be playing
with a pianist (Louise Thomas) and I’ll play a variety of pieces and there will be someone talking about the movie (‘The Red Violin’) and there will be lots of
storytelling.

“It’ll be intimate, fun and you’ll have an up-close-and-personal look at what I’m about.”

An Evening With Elizabeth Pitcairn and The Red Violin takes place Sunday at the Bristol Riverside Theatre, 120 Radcliffe St., Bristol. Show time: 8 p.m.
Tickets: $50 and $60. Information: 215-785-6664.

Pitcairn also appears Saturday at the Bucks County Performing Arts Center, 64 S. Main St., Yardley. Show time: 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $15 and $18.
Information: 215-493-3010; bcpac.org.
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