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Under The Radar
Greetings to all – visitors and 

residents alike. As your A&E editor, 
it’s often tempting at this time of year 
to go with the tried and true recom-
mendations. Certainly you can never 
go wrong with the track and SPAC. 

But I feel I’m best doing my job 
when I uncover a lesser-known nug-
get or someone that might otherwise 
slip under the radar (UTR) and give it 
a wider showcase. 

It’s easy to tout you to go to Hats 
Off (see page 17.) You’ll be among 
thousands who will do so. But how 
many of you have circled Mark Berger, 
a Brooklyn-born songwriter who will 
be making his Saratoga Springs debut, 
on your dance card this weekend? It 
says here that you should.

“We are so lucky to have him!” 
said Susan Farnsworth, Hats Off 
Festival organizer. She’s in a position 
to know, since she’s the one who’s 
been handing out the checks for over 
10 years. 

Consider that right now, you 
could walk into any Starbucks world-
wide and hear Marc’s music. Not to 
mention radio stations all over. His 
CD Ride has not only offered up a 
mega-dose of tasty original music 
inspired by his travels through the 
American West since the 70s, but as 
a pure songwriter, his song The Last 
One was a staple on Richie Havens’ 
playlist for over 25 years. 

Need more? Fine, let’s say that he 
has been a featured artist at both the 
prestigious Kerrville and South by 
Southwest music festivals. More? His 
band opened for Bob Dylan and other 
national acts. 

I’m certainly not saying that you 
should avoid your favorite Hats Off 
performers this weekend, just that 
you consider broadening your hori-
zons a bit. 

Plus he’s got some world-class ice 
cream 50 feet from his door.

On a completely different note, 
but one that proves the point of look-
ing beyond the big crowd favorite all 
the time has me touting you to look 
beyond our city’s borders sometimes. 
Sitting about 15 miles northwest of 
here is an entity called the Luzerne 
Music Center (LMC). 

Now is a great time to know 
them, or perhaps revisit. Luzerne is 
in full-flower this month, both with a 
robust performance and camp sched-
ule. A week from this Sunday, on July 
27 at 4:30 p.m. they will have their 
fourth annual Red and Gold Gala, 
in which the NYC based Salome` 
Chamber Orchestra will perform, 
as will the LMC Student Symphony 

Orchestra. For details and informa-
tion, visit LuzerneMusic.org. 

Sitting at the helm as Artistic 
Director is the estimable Elizabeth 
Pitcairn, whose own career as the 
caretaker of the red Stradivarius violin 
continues apace; Elizabeth made her 
debut at Carnegie Hall last February, 
played in China in March and you can 
fly out to Los Angeles on August 10 
to see her at the Walt Disney Concert 
Hall, where she will be backed by the 
California Philharmonic. You can visit 
RedViolin.com for more highlights. 

But as fantastic as all these things 
are, Ms. Pitcairn takes the greatest 
pride in her accomplishments at LMC. 

Since taking the reins from 
Founders Bert and Toby Blumenthal 
four years ago, Ms. Pitcairn has put her 
own stamp on the economic develop-
ment at LMC. She instituted both the 
Gala and a 5K run (in which she’s an 
annual participant BTW) and has in 
this short time increased the student 
scholarship fund by over 50 percent. 

This is no small accomplish-
ment. For instance, the 15-18-year-
old’s camp begins next week; a group 
of local and international teens for a 
4-week camp at a cost of about $1,000/
week. “Over 65 percent of our students 
receive some financial assistance, 
which makes fundraising crucial.” She 
noted. 

But for Elizabeth it’s personal. A 
Philadelphia native, she first came to 
LMC as a student herself as a 14-year-
old. She knows what the experience 
could mean to the next Elizabeth 
Pitcairn, and is driven to avail the 
experience to as many as possible. 

Two talents. Each one could not 
be less similar. Their common thread 
is excellence, and the fact that perhaps 
for you they are UTR no more.
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